
KS3 History – RRs & Lexicon 
 
 

The below indicates the key words to be covered in each half term, for each year group, as well as the Rapid Read texts which will be explored. 
 

Year 
Group 

HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6 

7 

How did invaders shape 
Britain before 1066? 
 
Rapid Read: Viking York 

 
Key words:  
Medieval 
Hypocaust 
Soldier 
Conquest 

How did the Normans 
conquer and maintain 
control of England? 
 

Rapid Read: Impact of the 
Battle of Hastings on English 
women 
 
Key words:  
Medieval 
Peasant 
Feudal 
Domesday 

Was medieval life the same 
for everyone? 
 
Rapid Read: Life in a Castle 

over time  
 
Key words:  
Monastery 
Monastic 
Achievements 
Trade 
Tolerant 
Diverse 
 

Who had more power, the 
king or the Church? 
 
Rapid Read: Henry II 

 
Key words:  
Hospital 
Monastic 
 

Why did people risk their 
lives for Jerusalem? 

Rapid Read: Impact of the 
Crusades 

 
Key words:  
Black Death  
Peasants  
Revolt 
Elite 
Knight  
Crusades 
Crusaders 
 

How was the Feudal System 
threatened? How did Henry 
VII take and keep power? 

Rapid Read: Medieval 

women, Joan of Arc. 
 
Key words:  
Tudor 
Bosworth 
Continuity 
Black Death 
Peasants 
Revolt 
Elite 

8 

Why did the Reformation 
happen and how did people 
respond to it? 

 
Rapid Read: Religious change 
in England 
 
Key words:  
Hygiene 
Religious 
Reformation 
Execution 
 

How much did life improve 
in the Early Modern time 
period? 

 
Rapid Read: Who were the 
Black Tudors? 
 
Key words:  
Armada 
Exploration 
Deserving poor 
Continuity 
 

How did Parliament gain 
more power in the 17th 
Century? 

 
Rapid Read: Women in the 
Civil Wars or Charles I as a 
child.  
 
Key words:  
The Commonwealth 
Roundhead 
Cavalier 
Culture 
 

Why were African 
Civilisations so successful 
1200-1500? 

 
Rapid Read: Rise of Mali and 
Benin 
 
Key words:  
Empire 
Colonist 
Independence 
Trade 
 

How was Africa exploited by 
the Slave Trade? 
 

Rapid Read: Harriet Tubman 
 
Key words:  
Slavery 
Exploitation 
Abolition 
 

How far did the lives of 
ordinary people improve in 
the industrial age? 

 
Rapid Read: Mary Seacole 
 
Key words:  
Leisure 
Resorts 
Vaccination 
Transport 
Canals 
Labouring 

9 

How much impact did the 
Suffragettes have? 
 
Rapid Read: What was life 
like for working and elite 
women? 
 
Key words:  
Empire 

Suffragettes 
Immigration  
 

Why was World War I so 
devastating? 
 
Rapid Read: How did the 
army deal with its wounded?  
 
Key words:  
Enemy aliens  
Versailles 

Empire  
Refugees  
 

What different paths did the 
world take after WWI? 
 
Rapid Read: Sharecroppers 
 
Key words:  
Great Depression 
Immigration 
Prohibition 

 

What different paths did the 
world take after WWI? 
 
Rapid Read: Rapid Read on 
Anne Frank 
 
Key words:  
Dictatorship 
Aggression 

Unemployment 
 

How different was WWII to 
WWI? How planned was the 
Holocaust? 
 
Rapid Read: Rapid Read 
comparison of WWI and WWII 
 
Key words:  
Holocaust 

Aggressor 
Policies 
Defensive 
 

Local Historic Environment-
post 1066 
 
Rapid Read: Rapid read on 
Geudélon Castle 
 
Key words:  
Conquest 
Luxury 

Social status  
Comparison 
 



KS4 History – RRs & Lexicon 
 

 

The below indicates the key words to be covered in each half term, for each year group, as well as the Rapid Read texts which will be explored. 
 

 

Year 
Group 

HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6 

10 

The People’s Health 
  
Key words:  
Sewers 
Urbanisation 
Cess pits 
Plague 

The People’s Health 
 
Key words:  
Plague 
Epidemic 
Isolation  
Miasma 
Laissez-faire 
 

The Making of America 
 
Key words:  
Immigrants 
Manifest 
Destiny 
Pioneers 
 

The Making of America 
 
Key words:  
Emancipation 
Transcontinental 
Segregation 
Confederacy 
Union 

Local Study - Scarborough 
Castle 
 
Key words:  
Strategic 
Promontory   
Social status 
 

The Elizabethans 
 
Key words:  
Privy Council 
Supremacy 
 

11 

The Elizabethans 
 

Key words:  
Uniformity 
Propaganda 
Heretic 
 

Living under Nazi Rule 
 

Key words:  
Aryan 
Constitution 
Reichstag 
Fuhrer 
Chancellor 
Gleichschaltung 
Dictator 
 

Living under Nazi Rule 
 

Key words:  
Rationing 
Resistance 
Patriotism 
 

Revision and application 
 

Key words:  
Summary 
Purpose 
Audience 
Context 
 

Revision and application 
 

Key words:  
Summary 
Purpose 
Audience 
Context 
 

Exams 
 

Key words:  
Summary 
Purpose 
Audience  
Context 
 


