
KS3 English – RRs & Lexicon 
 
 

The below indicates the key words to be covered in each half term, for each year group, as well as the Rapid Read texts which will be explored. 
 

Year 
Group 

HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6 

7 

Novel Study: Trash 
 
Rapid Read: Children in 
Poverty  

 
Key words:  
Chronological  
Prose  
Analysis 
Definition  
Connotation 

Novel Study: Trash 
 
Rapid Read: Día de Muertos. 
 

Key words:  
Rhetoric  
Empathy  
Objective  
Bias 

Shakespeare: Introduction  
 
Rapid Read: Shakespeare’s 
school life.  

 
Key words:  
Comedy 
Simile  
Metaphor  
Imagery 
Symbolism 

Shakespeare: Introduction  
 
Rapid Read: Shakespeare’s 
influence on modern society.  

 
Key words:  
Protagonist 
Antagonist 
Stock characters 
Plot 
Theme 
Setting 

Myths and Legends 
 
Rapid Read: Modern day 
myth. 

 
Key words:  
Myth 
Legend 
Narrative 
Heroic archetypes 

Myths and Legends 
 
Rapid Read: Careers – Social 
Media Manager 

 
Key words:  
Epic genre 
Ethos 
Pathos 
Logos 

8 

Novel Study: The Girl of Ink 
and Star 
 
Rapid Read: The Myth of 
Arinta 
 
Key words:  
Extended Metaphor 
Narrative perspective 
Hero’s Journey 

Novel Study: The Girl of Ink 
and Star 
 
Rapid Read: Careers – 
Content Strategist 
 
Key words:  
Thesis 
Embed 
Characterisation 

The Sea 
 
Rapid Read: Columbus. 
 
Key words:  
Allegory 
Personification 
Intonation 
Allegory 

The Sea  
 
Rapid Read: The Titanic.  
 
Key words:  
Dialect 
Patterns 
Character voice  
Symbolism 

Shakespeare: Othello & 
Much Ado About Nothing 
 
Rapid Read: Article on 
Catfishing. 
 
Key words:  
Dramatic irony 
Dialogue 
monologue 

Shakespeare: Othello & 
Much Ado About Nothing 
 
Rapid Read: Careers – 
Screenwriter/Scriptwriter 
 
Key words:  
Stagecraft 
Deception 
Deceit 

Comedy 

9 

Novel Study: Grow  
 
Rapid Read: Career - 
Journalist 
 
Key words:  
Symbolism 
Antihero  
Conspiracy  
Agenda 
 

Novel Study: Grow  
 
Rapid Read: Article about 
leaving extremist groups. 
 
Key words:  
Derogatory 
Supremacist 
Pugnacious 
Juxtaposition 

Monstrosity  
 
Rapid Read: ‘The Soul of Man 
under Socialism’ by Oscar 
Wilde.  
 
Key words:  
Morality 
Catharsis 
Motif 
Symbolism 
Unreliable narrator 
 
 

Monstrosity  
 
Rapid Read: ‘A vindication of 
the Rights of Woman’ by 
Mary Wollstonecroft. 
 
Key words:  
Intertextuality  
Hubris  
Tragic flaw 
Complicity 
Moral ambiguity 

Shakespeare: Romeo and 
Juliet 
 
Rapid Read: Careers – Brand 
strategist 
 
Key words:  
Duality 
Façade 
Fate 
Free will 
Soliloquy 

Shakespeare: Romeo and 
Juliet 
 
Rapid Read: The Brain in 
Love by Helen Fisher. 
 
Key words:  
Patriarchy 
Tragedy 
Motif 
Symbolism 



KS4 English Language & Literature – RRs & Lexicon 
 

 

The below indicates the key words to be covered in each half term, for each year group, as well as the Rapid Read texts which will be explored. 
 

 

Year 
Group 

HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5 HT6 

10 

A Christmas Carol/ 
Unseen Poetry  
 
Rapid Read: What is 
romanticism? 
 
Key words:  
Diatribe 
Allegory  
Malthusian 
Miser  
Apparition 
Sabbatarianism  
Kamikaze 

Romanticism 

A Christmas Carol/ 
Power and Conflict 1 
 
Rapid Read: Scrooge’s 
transformation.    
 
Key words:  
Malevolent 
Benevolent 
Philanthropist 
Evaluate 
Salvation  
Tercet 
Didactic 

Macbeth/ 
Power and Conflict 2 
 
Rapid Read: The tragic hero.   
 
Key words:  
Character lens  
Sublime  
Machiavellian 
Regicide  
Hubris  
 

Macbeth/ 
Power and Conflict 3 
 
Rapid Read: Careers – 
lawyer/paralegal.  
 
Key words:  
Oppression  
Blunder  
Conflict  
Hamartia  
Equivocation  
Dichotomy 

An Inspector Calls/ 
Spoken Language/ 
Power and Conflict 4 
 
Rapid Read: Extract about 
factory girls’ lives in the 
early 1900s.  
 
Key words:  
Socialism  
Capitalism  
Provincial  
Bourgeois 
Omniscient 

Sonnet  
Myopic 

An Inspector Calls/ 
Power and Conflict 5 
 
Rapid Read: BBC The Scars of 
War.   
 
Key words:  
Direct address  
Anaphora  
Paradox 
Anthropomorphism 
Imperative  
Octet  
 

11 

Unseen Poetry/Power and 
Conflict Poetry/Language 
Paper 2 
 
Rapid Read: English Paper 1 
texts 
 
Key words:  

Connotation 
Denotation 
Semantic Field 
Juxtaposition 

Unseen Poetry/Power and 
Conflict Poetry/Language 
Paper 2 
 
Rapid Read: English Paper 1 
texts  
 
Key words:  

Subverts 
Foregrounds 
Elicits 
Underscores 
Parallels 

Revision of Year 10 texts 
and Language 
 
Rapid Read: English Paper 2 
texts  
 
Key words:  
Recapping on key terms inc. 

question command words 
 

Revision of Year 10 texts 
and Language  
 
Rapid Read: Selected Paper 1 
and 2  extracts  
 
Key words:  
Pupil-specific descriptive and 

persuasive phrases 

Revision 
 
Rapid Read: n/a 
 
Key words:  
n/a 

Revision 
 
Rapid Read: n/a 
 
Key words:  
n/a 


