
 

 

Subject:  GCSE Film Studies  

 
 

Introduction 
 

Film Studies gives students the chance to study films from different countries including Hollywood classics 

and several examples of independent cinema. Students can also choose from a range of creative production 

options and develop their ability to research. 
 

This GCSE is designed to build upon students’ ability to analyse the key elements of film in conjunction with 

key ideas surrounding film form such as representation, context and narrative.  

Starting with animated films as ‘Song of the Sea’ and ‘Spirited Away’, the specification follows a coming of 

age theme as students will move on to study films such as ‘Juno’ and ‘Ferris Bueller’s Day Off’. This allows 

students to study films and the ways in which they are experienced, the importance of visual representation 

in today’s global society and the place film has in communicating ideas, attitudes and cultural beliefs, both 

now and in the past. This will be explored and assessed through studying the ‘language’ of film.  
 

 

Aims of the Subject 

Taking Film Studies will help students develop their interest and enjoyment of film in its national and global 

contexts and begin to develop an appreciation of cultural diversity through the close study of a wide range 

of films. They will also: 

● Develop a critical and investigative approach to films, the film industry and film audiences.  

● Study patterns of similarity and difference across a range of films. 

● Recognise the ways in which films represent people, places, ideas, issues and events to different 
audiences. 

● Recognise the ways in which film technologies shape film productions. 

● Explore the creative possibilities of film and film products and engage with aesthetic, technical, 
economic, ethical and moral issues as they arise in their study of film, film audiences and the film 
industry. 

 

Controlled Assessment 
 

Film studies is 30% controlled assessment.  

The controlled assessment gives students a choice of tasks based on creating a film sequence. This can be an 

opening, ending or sequence that creates tension from a horror, sci-fi, war, teen drama, crime or musical. 

Students can complete a screenplay and shooting script, a storyboard or a film sequence followed by an 

evaluative analysis. 
 

 

Assessment 
 

Film studies is 70% exam.  

There are two exams featuring a series of questions about films studied during the course. 
 

 

Further Information 
 

Please see Mr. Wilson for further information. 
 

 

 

 

 


