
 

Subject: English (AQA) and English Literature (AQA) 

Introduction 
 

All students will study either AQA or EDUQAS GCSE English Language and AQA GCSE English Literature, 
enabling them to gain two GCSEs at the end of the two year course.  
Students will enjoy developing their abilities to express themselves effectively in writing and in response 
to a range of reading materials, experimenting creatively with language. They will actively investigate and 
analyse texts, developing their knowledge and understanding of how writers consciously structure and 
craft their texts, using language in order to create specific effects. Students will have opportunities to 
develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills that encourage genuine enquiry into different 
topics and themes.  
Throughout the course, students will also have the opportunity to explore a wide and appealing variety 
of written works, many of significant influence in the literary and cultural heritage. As well as 
Shakespeare and poetry, both post and pre-twentieth century fiction and non-fiction will be covered; a 
number of the texts studied will be from cultures and in contexts different to their own.   
We are committed to delivering a skills-based approach to study at GCSE level, thus helping students 
achieve their full potential and succeed in learning knowledge and skills that are both transferable and 
relevant to today’s world and the challenges it presents. 

Aims of the Subject 
 

● To cultivate an enjoyment and passion for reading and expression through writing. 
● To nurture skills that are relevant to, and prepare students for, today’s dynamic world of work. 
● Students will apply and develop skills across both English Language and Literature to help them 

achieve their full potential. They will: 
○ read a wide range of texts, including classic literature, fluently and with good 

understanding and make connections across their reading.  
○ read in depth, in a critical and evaluative way, so that they are able to discuss and explain 

their understanding and ideas; use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and 
improve their own writing. 

○ write effectively, coherently and analytically about their reading, using Standard English 
appropriately. 

○ use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately. 
○ acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of 

grammatical terminology and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken 
language, so that they can effectively criticise and analyse what they read. 

○ listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English effectively 

Coursework 
 

There is no coursework or controlled assessment option in English. In both English Language and English 
Literature, the final grade is based on 100% terminal exams at the end of the two years. There are 2 
exams in Language and 2 exams in Literature. 

Assessment 
 

Students will complete half-termly assessments which will demonstrate their learning in the particular 
unit of the course studied. The assessments will mirror those of their GCSEs so that students are 
prepared thoroughly for the terminal exams and staff can accurately assess students’ achievement and 
future learning needs.  



End of Year exams will allow students the opportunity to sit whole papers so that they understand the 
importance of timing and have the experience of completing papers under examination conditions, in the 
time allotted. 

Useful Resources and Further Information 
 

There are a number of online resources available to support students with their progress in English, such 
as: GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize and  Mr Bruff on youtube. There are also some excellent CGP and York Notes 
revision guides which are widely available and extremely informative. 
Please contact your English teacher for further information. 

 


